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70
TheActingMinisterofEconomyandHead oftheCommitteeforAttractingAssistance
forReturneeMigrantsCallsforenhancedCooperationfromDomesticandForeignNGOs.
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Mr. Alhaj Qari Din Mohammad Hanif, Acting Minister of Economy and Head of the Committee for
Attracting Assistance for Returnee Migrants, called for greater cooperation from domestic and
foreign non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to address the challenges and support returnees.
During a meeting with members of the Committee for Attracting Assistance for Returnee Migrants and
the heads of domestic and foreign NGOs, he discussed the importance of establishing coordination,
effective accountability, addressing the issues of returnees, and creating necessary facilities for them.
He expressed gratitude for the previous cooperation of NGOs and non-governmental organizations
and urged the continuation of this collaboration to assist returnees. In his remarks, the Acting Minister
provided updates on the current situation of returnees in various regions, their priorities and urgent needs,
as well as the process of permanent settlement and the establishment of residential complexes in the
provinces. He stated:»Currently, the construction of six residential complexes for returnees in the provinces
of Kandahar, Kunduz, Urozgan, Faryab, Jawzjan, and Paktia has been completed, and land distribution
to returnees has begun. This process is also ongoing in 11 other provinces, and soon land distribution
for residential purposes will commence for returnee families.» He also mentioned that the construction
of residential complexes by the Permanent Settlement Committee is underway in all provinces and will
soon be completed. The Acting Minister urged all domestic and foreign NGOs to actively participate not
only in addressing the immediate problems of returnees but also in constructing shelters in residential
complexes, establishing water supply systems, drilling drinking water wells, building public facilities (such
as schools, mosques, and health clinics), and providing other social services. He emphasized that all
activities should be coordinated with the Committee for Attracting Assistance to ensure that necessary
support is provided to expedite the activities of organizations in collaboration with relevant committees.
In this meeting, the officials of NGOs also shared information about their ongoing programs and
projects aimed at addressing the challenges faced by migrants and returnees and expressed their full
readiness to cooperate with the Ministry of Economy and the Committee for Attracting Assistance.
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The coordlnatlon meeting of the Commlttee for Attractmg Assistance for Migrants was heId at the Ministry of Economy, attended by members
of the country>s Chambers of Commerce and Industry, as well as the heads of several manufacturing and construction companies.

Mr. Haji Qari Din Mohammad Hanif, Acting Minister of Economy and Head of the Committee for Attracting Assistance for Migrants, along
with committee members — consisting of representatives from the Ministries of Finance, Refugees and Returnees, Rural Development,
Foreign Affairs, the Red Crescent, Disaster Management, and a representative from the security agency — met and discussed with officials and
members of the Chambers of Commerce and Industry, as well as the heads of several manufacturing and construction companies.

The discussions of this meeting focused on the following topics:

«  Establishing greater coordination

«  Effective accountability

«  Addressing the problems of returnees

«  Creating necessary facilities for migrants returning from neighbouring countries

The Acting Minister of Economy expressed appreciation for the cooperation of industrial and commercial unions, producers, and investors
who had assisted victims of climate change and natural disasters, as well as fellow citizens returning from neighbouring countries last year,
and called for the continuation of this cooperation.

Furthermore, the officials and members of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce, along with the heads of commercial and construction
companies present at the meeting, assured the Acting Minister of Economy that all members of the Afghanistan Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, alongside the officials of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and relevant committees, would serve returnees with complete
sincerity and are ready to provide any assistance and cooperation.

Coordination Meeting of the Committee for Attracting Assistance for Returning Migrants
with Heads and Officials of United Nations Offices
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The main topics of this meeting included: — T ' '
«  Establishing effective coordination

«  Addressing the issues of returnees

«  Creating necessary facilities for
migrants returning from neighboring
countries

The Acting Minister of Economy expressed

and Attracting

appreciation for the cooperation of United
Nations offices in assisting victims of
climate change, natural disasters, and
addressing the problems of fellow citizens
returning from neighboring countries last
year, and called for the continuation of this
cooperation.

During this meeting, the Deputy Head of UNAMA for Humanitarian Affairs in Afghanistan,
Head of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Head of the International Organization
for Migration, Head of the World Food Programme, Head of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations in Afghanistan, Head of UN-Habitat, and Head of the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs presented their programs
and activities to the committee, and emphasized the importance of the issue, assuring the
continuation of assistance and attracting financial resources through donors.
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Announcement of the Committee of Attracting and Mobilizing Assistance for
Migrants and Returnees Under the Leadership of the Ministry of Economy

Dear Compatriots!
As you are aware, in recent days, the neighboring country has once again resorted to the forced and inhumane expulsion of
migrants and our fellow citizens. This action is contrary to the principles of Islamic brotherhood, good neighborly relations,
and all international laws and principles governing migration. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has, within its capacity,
prepared the necessary arrangements to welcome, accommodate, and provide services to returning compatriots. In this
regard, by the order of the Amir al-Muminin (may Allah protect him), a High Commission has been established under the
leadership of the Administrative Deputy of the Prime Minister's Office of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan to address the
affairs of migrants and returnees. This commission comprises 12 working committees dedicated to providing services, including:
« Registration and Documentation Committee

Services Committee

Temporary Housing Committee

Transportation Committee

Financial Committee, and other committees

Among these, the Aid Mobilization and Attraction Committee, under my leadership, includes representatives from six other
departments: The Ministries of Finance, Foreign Affairs, Refugees and Repatriation, Rural Development, Disaster Management,
the Independent Directorate of Local Governance, and the General Directorate of Security all of whom are present in this
assembly.The Aid Mobilization and Attraction Committee calls upon our generous compatriots both inside and outside the
country members of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, unions, guilds, money exchangers, telecom networks, private
banks, charitable organizations, UN agencies, aid institutions, and local and international NGOs to actively participate, as they
have in the past, in assisting returning migrants and those affected by earthquakes and floods. At present, we urge them not
to hesitate in offering any form of cooperation within their means to address the urgent needs and challenges faced by our
returning compatriots from neighboring countries. To improve service delivery and effectively resolve the issues of returning
compatriots, all activities should be coordinated with the Aid Mobilization and Attraction Committee. The Ministry of Economy,
which heads the Aid Mobilization and Attraction Committee for returning migrants, has facilitated all necessary arrangements
for aid agencies and assigned committees and stands ready for any cooperation in this regard. At this critical time, providing
services to returning migrants is a top priority for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. It is also important to note that, to
address the challenges of returning migrants during their previous expulsion from neighboring countries, bank accounts (in
AFN and USD) were opened and remain active based on requests from our dear compatriots inside and outside the country
to attract and manage cash donations. This allows our fellow citizens to contribute financially and support those in need.
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